
Activity type Workshop Title Description Speaker Organization Audience Speaker Bio Start time End time Location

Workshop 1
Every Day Counts: Strategies for 
Tackling Chronic Absenteeism 
and Boosting Attendance

Chronic absences, whether excused or not, 
can have a detrimental impact on a student’s 
academic success and overall well-being. This 
workshop aims to equip educators, 
administrators, and support staff with 
effective strategies to address this issue 
head-on. By fostering a positive school 
culture, implementing targeted interventions, 
and collaborating with families, we can create 
an environment where every student feels 
motivated to attend school regularly.

Anita Sedivy Bob Jones University All

Anita holds a BS in elementary education and a MEd in secondary education. She has taught in 
Christian education for 30 years teaching a variety of math courses from 6th grade math to high 
school algebra both in the classroom and through distance learning. She also has experience as a 
childcare director and preschool administrator. When she is away from school she enjoys serving 
in her local church, reading, cooking, and spending time with her husband and daughter.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10 306

Workshop 1 Financial Foundations for God's 
Glory

Too much month at the end of your paycheck? 
Get help in this workshop that can help bring 
peace to a common money challenges. There 
are only four things you can do with your 
money: Live, Give, Owe or Grow. We will briefly 
cover all four with special emphasis on Living 
and Owing from a Biblical Worldview. 

Ben Franklin Franklin Wealth Advisors All

Ben is the Managing Director and Senior Wealth Advisor at Franklin Wealth Advisors, Inc.  
Personally, he has almost 4 decades of experience in the financial services industry. He has 
provided comprehensive financial planning services to clients in all walks of life. Ben and his 
wonderful wife Charlotte have been married for over 37 years and are the proud parents of four 
grown sons and the even prouder grandparents of fourteen living grandchildren.  Ben enjoys 
traveling, visiting his grandchildren, running, golfing, sudoku, and watching old tv shows 
(Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Matlock, Columbo).

Ben is very active with Nehemiah Project International Ministries.  Through NPIM, he has taught 
courses in Biblical Entrepreneurship in four states, as well as South Africa.  He is also a member 
of Kingdom Advisors, the National Association of Christian Financial Counselors, the Financial 
Services Institute, and is a past president of the Central IL Council of the Financial Planning 
Association.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 Walking the Tightrope Striking the right balance between job and 
family while keeping faith front and center. Beth Rebert First Baptist School All

Beth is married to Pastor Paul Rebert of First Baptist Church, Danville. She has been a teacher for 
17 years and has a passion for all things little people! Beth loves coffee, ice cream, travel, and 
being mom to Breleigh, a freshman in college, Remington, a senior in high school, and Kylie, now 
in eighth grade.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 Spelling S-U-C-C-E-S-S

How can we help our students have spelling 
success? Is teaching spelling still important in 
this digital age? Discover interactive 
techniques that will help you teach and review 
spelling in appealing and beneficial ways that 
enable your students to learn to be dependent 
on their own spelling skills, not just on “spell-
check.”

Brooke Greening Abeka Elementary

Miss Brooke Greening taught third grade at Pensacola Christian Academy for seven years before 
moving into administration in 2007 to serve as principal for 2nd and 3rd grade. In this position, 
her heart and personal goal is to mentor her faculty and guide them to be more effective in 
teaching, management, and relationships with students and their parents. Her daily observations 
in classrooms supply her with many new and fresh ideas which she enjoys sharing with other 
teachers and adding to her own repertoire as she continually strives to learn and grow.

Miss Greening earned her BS in Elementary Education and MS in Educational Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 What’s so Christian about Math?

Many teachers believe that biblical integration 
in math is not possible. This thinking results 
from looking at math in the wrong way. It also 
results from depending on classroom 
practices that do not support deep learning. 
Discover ways to achieve core math 
objectives while also strengthening your 
students’ faith.

Dr. Bryan Smith BJU Press All

Bryan has worked in Christian education for over 30 years. He has been a classroom teacher as 
well as a textbook author. Currently, he serves BJU Press as director of Biblical Worldview 
shaping. In this position he assists authors and teachers in the work of forming a biblical 
worldview in the classroom. Bryan holds a PhD in Old Testament interpretation.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 Teaching Problem Solving Skills 
in the Preschool Classroom

Preparing students for Kindergarten and life, 
Gretchen shares methods and materials 
which equip children to problem solve social 
conflicts with minimal adult intervention.

Gretchen Huesmann Independent Early Elementary

Gretchen Huesmann began her speaking ministry as a young mom involved in mom’s groups and 
leading Bible studies, in between teaching littles in the classroom and raising her family. She is a 
long-time blogger and an award-winning author penning articles, devotions, and children’s stories. 
Gretchen enjoys reading, walking, gardening, cooking, and exploring the outdoors. She and her 
husband have raised four amazing adult children who share their love of music, nature, and travel.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 Science Fair or Unfair: What 
Judges Are Watching For 

If your students compete or you’d like to hear 
more about competing in science fair(s), this 
session is for you! Delve into rules, timelines, 
and juggling projects within your curriculum.

Jennifer Miller BJU Press Secondary

Jennifer holds an MS in educational leadership and has been an educator since 1997. Her 
experience includes both elementary and secondary classroom teaching, technical training for 
adult learners, and school administration. Jennifer has a love for teaching science, as she spent 
nearly half of her teaching career as a secondary science teacher. She is currently a national 
consultant for BJU Press. When she’s not teaching, Jennifer enjoys time with family (especially 
her two grandchildren), photography, and spending time at the beach. 

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 IACS General Meeting Description Mark Mcvey IACS All
Mark McVey serves as the Executive Director of the Illinois Association of Christian Schools. He 
is also the High School Principal and Associate Administrator at Schaumburg Christian School, 
with over 40 years of service in Christian education.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 How to Identify if my Child is 
Struggling?

Learn specific learning and instructional 
strategies that teachers and parents can 
implement to enhance and empower a child’s 
learning. We'll discuss checklists to identify 
problems your child may be experiencing and 
specific strategies to help empower them.

Marlene Reed Bob Jones University All

Mrs. Reed has earned a BS in Speech and Language Pathology/Audiology, a BS in Elementary 
Education, and a MS in Special Education. She has completed training as an Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) line therapist and works with children who have autism. She has been an educator 
for more than 30 years teaching future special education teachers on the college level and K-12 
students in regular classrooms plus teaching at M&G’s summer art day camp Kids Create! and 
serving as a Learning Disabilities (LD) resource teacher and Behavioral Disorders (BD) teacher. 
She has taught learners with dyslexia, LD, BD, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (ADHD), 
intellectual and development disorders (IDD), and autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 1 Biblical Counseling for a Christ-
Centered Classroom

How Biblical Counseling changes our goals, 
procedures, and results in the Christian 
School. 

Rod Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Kathy Hutton and her husband Rod have been members of Faith Church in Lafayette since 2015. 
She graduated from Faith Bible Seminary with a Masters in Biblical Counseling in June 2022. She 
began working for Faith Christian School as their Biblical Counselor in August 2022. Kathy also 
serves with her husband who is the Pastor of Faith North Campus and serves as a Biblical 
Counselor with Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential 
counseling ministry. Kathy and Rod have 5 children, Chris, Tim, Malia, Gracie and Josie.

9/26/2024 10:20 9/26/2024 11:10  

Workshop 2 Keeping an "A" above average: 
Avoiding Grade Inflation

When a grade on a report card does not 
accurately reflect the overall ability and 
performance of a student it can be 
detrimental to the student, the teacher, and a 
school’s program. Grade Inflation is a practice 
that institutions are experiencing throughout 
the world. This session will explore methods 
to assist teachers in achieving academic 
excellence and appropriate rigor, while 
maintaining a balance of compassionate 
concern for each student.

Anita Sedivy Bob Jones University Upper Elementary, 
Secondary

Anita holds a BS in elementary education and a MEd in secondary education. She has taught in 
Christian education for 30 years teaching a variety of math courses from 6th grade math to high 
school algebra both in the classroom and through distance learning. She also has experience as a 
childcare director and preschool administrator. When she is away from school she enjoys serving 
in her local church, reading, cooking, and spending time with her husband and daughter.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 Make it Count Review Time

How can we avoid a review time that falls flat? 
Discover effective strategies for making 
review time count and incorporating effective 
questioning techniques.

Brooke Greening Abeka Early Elementary

Miss Brooke Greening taught third grade at Pensacola Christian Academy for seven years before 
moving into administration in 2007 to serve as principal for 2nd and 3rd grade. In this position, 
her heart and personal goal is to mentor her faculty and guide them to be more effective in 
teaching, management, and relationships with students and their parents. Her daily observations 
in classrooms supply her with many new and fresh ideas which she enjoys sharing with other 
teachers and adding to her own repertoire as she continually strives to learn and grow.

Miss Greening earned her BS in Elementary Education and MS in Educational Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  
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Workshop 2 Teaching English Christianly

Can writing, grammar, and literature be taught 
Christianly? Absolutely—but only if we 
approach these subjects in the right way. 
Effective biblical integration in English 
focuses on Christian worldview shaping. 
Students learn Christianly as they are taught 
to see English from a Christian worldview. 
Learn about effec- tive practices that will 
enable you to achieve core language arts 
objectives in a distinctively Christian way.

Dr. Bryan Smith BJU Press Secondary

Bryan has worked in Christian education for over 30 years. He has been a classroom teacher as 
well as a textbook author. Currently, he serves BJU Press as director of Biblical Worldview 
shaping. In this position he assists authors and teachers in the work of forming a biblical 
worldview in the classroom. Bryan holds a PhD in Old Testament interpretation.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 The Day the Crayons Came to 
School

Just as a box of crayons is full of various 
colors, today's classroom is a diverse mix of 
students,each with their own unique learning 
needs, styles, and interests. Come learn some 
tools to cater to this diversity in your 
classroom.

Dr. Melissa Tucker Boyce College Elementary

Dr. Melissa Tucker is a professor for the Teacher Education Program at Boyce College with 36 
years of experience in the education field. She has taught in public school, been an administrator 
of a Christian school, spent two years in Russia teaching students English, and just returned from 
a small village in Alaska where she taught K-6. Since 1988, she has traveled to various countries 
to work with churches in developing children’s and women’s ministries. Dr. Tucker brings a 
passion for solid Christian education in schools. 

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 Tips for Testing Coordinators

Not every school has a staff member with the 
formal title of “Testing Coordinator,” but the 
work done by the person who oversees the 
school’s formal testing program is an 
important task. This workshop focuses on the 
Iowa testing program of the AACS and 
provides numerous helps and money-saving 
tips for the person in charge of the school’s 
testing program. School administrators, office 
staff, and teachers will all benefit from this 
session.

Gary Peltier AACS All

Gary Peltier, Officer for Assessment and Business Operations of the AACS, holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in education from Bob Jones University. He has served in Christian 
education as a teacher, assistant school administrator, state association executive director, and 
board member of the AACS. He currently serves as a member of the AACS Accreditation 
Commission. He began working in the AACS national office in 2015 and primarily manages the 
achievement testing program.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 What I learned about Food, 
Nutrition, and Childhood Behavior

Gretchen shares her personal story of trial and 
error when dealing with problem behaviors in 
the classroom.  She shares practical nuts and 
bolts solutions found in the grocery store and 
your kitchen to implement in the classroom 
and share with parents.

Gretchen Huesmann Independent Elementary

Gretchen Huesmann began her speaking ministry as a young mom involved in mom’s groups and 
leading Bible studies, in between teaching littles in the classroom and raising her family. She is a 
long-time blogger and an award-winning author penning articles, devotions, and children’s stories. 
Gretchen enjoys reading, walking, gardening, cooking, and exploring the outdoors. She and her 
husband have raised four amazing adult children who share their love of music, nature, and travel.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 Think Like a Proton: Stay Positive 
About Teaching Science

Science can be scary! From creepy crawlies to 
explosions, if science isn’t your “thing”, it can 
seem an overwhelming and daunting task to 
fit it into your day. If that describes you, or if 
you’re just looking for a few simple refresher 
ideas for elementary science, please join us 
for this session on philosophy, mindset, and 
ways to simply (and sanely) imbed a love of 
science into your students!

Jennifer Miller BJU Press Elementary

Jennifer holds an MS in educational leadership and has been an educator since 1997. Her 
experience includes both elementary and secondary classroom teaching, technical training for 
adult learners, and school administration. Jennifer has a love for teaching science, as she spent 
nearly half of her teaching career as a secondary science teacher. She is currently a national 
consultant for BJU Press. When she’s not teaching, Jennifer enjoys time with family (especially 
her two grandchildren), photography, and spending time at the beach. 

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 History’s Mysteries: Using A 
Christian World View

Knowing how often students tend to view 
history as isolated facts, this session assists 
history teachers in forming the necessary 
connections for students to see how lessons 
learned from historical facts help guide us in 
policy-making decisions today.

Mike Smith Abeka Secondary

Mr. Mike Smith has been teaching junior high and high school history and Bible classes at 
Pensacola Christian Academy since 2005. Although students enjoy his quirky humor and 
engaging teaching style, it is his evident and sincere care for each of them that has earned him 
the reputation of beloved teacher, not just for students at PCA but for the many he has taught as 
a video teacher through Abeka Academy. In addition to his school responsibilities, he teaches a 
weekly adult Sunday school class, leads the four-year-olds in Master Clubs, coaches JV boys 
basketball, and acts as the camp chapel speaker in the summers for Camp o’ the Pines, a 
Christian summer camp for eight to twelve year olds.

He has earned a BA in Prelaw, BS in History Education, and MS in Education Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 Unlock the Potential of Your 
School's Data!

In today's educational landscape, data-driven 
decision-making is more critical than ever. 
Administrators are tasked with making 
informed decisions that impact student 
outcomes, resource allocation, and overall 
school performance. Microsoft’s Power BI 
provides an affordable, comprehensive 
solution for visualizing and analyzing data, 
enabling you to make strategic decisions with 
confidence. This seminar is ideal for anyone 
who is looking to leverage data analytics to 
improve enrollment, school management, 
student outcomes, or even sports team 
insights.

Paul Fuller Core BTS All

Paul Fuller is a Director of Consulting Services for Core BTS, a full-service information technology 
consulting firm. Paul thrives off helping clients solve their most pressing challenges by delivering 
data-driven solutions that connect people, processes, and technology to defined business 
outcomes. Paul has more than 25 years of experience in app development, business intelligence, 
and data warehousing and is the author of the recently published Beginning Power BI for 
Business Users: Turning Data into Insights. Paul is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin – 
Oshkosh with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. Paul has also been a pastor for 
nearly 20 years. He currently is pastor at Edgewood Church in Danville, Illinois. Paul holds a 
Master of Divinity degree from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 2 Understanding the Student's 
Heart

Understanding and addressing the heart 
behind behavior problems and conflict. Rod Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Rod Hutton and his wife Kathy have been married for 35 years. The Hutton’s came to Lafayette on 
assignment with the Navy to Purdue University which afforded the opportunity to attend Faith 
Bible Seminary. In 2018, Rod retired from Naval Service and joined the staff to lead the efforts in 
opening and operating the Northend Community Center and in 2019 he was ordained as a pastor 
with Faith Church. In 2024, he transitioned to the role as Director, Faith Biblical Counseling 
Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential counseling ministry.

9/26/2024 11:25 9/26/2024 12:15  

Workshop 3
Cheating 101: Preventing Popular 
Methods of Cheating, Plagiarism, 
and Other Questionable Practices

We'll talk both high tech and low tech methods 
students might employ, along with practical 
suggestions to prevent such behavior.

Anita Sedivy Bob Jones University Upper Elementary, 
Secondary

Anita holds a BS in elementary education and a MEd in secondary education. She has taught in 
Christian education for 30 years teaching a variety of math courses from 6th grade math to high 
school algebra both in the classroom and through distance learning. She also has experience as a 
childcare director and preschool administrator. When she is away from school she enjoys serving 
in her local church, reading, cooking, and spending time with her husband and daughter.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 Growing and Managing God's 
Surplus

Concerned about how to even begin thinking 
about retirement on a small budget? In this 
session, we will discuss Giving and Growing 
your money from a Biblical Worldview. 

Ben Franklin Franklin Wealth Advisors All

Ben is the Managing Director and Senior Wealth Advisor at Franklin Wealth Advisors, Inc.  
Personally, he has almost 4 decades of experience in the financial services industry. He has 
provided comprehensive financial planning services to clients in all walks of life. Ben and his 
wonderful wife Charlotte have been married for over 37 years and are the proud parents of four 
grown sons and the even prouder grandparents of fourteen living grandchildren.  Ben enjoys 
traveling, visiting his grandchildren, running, golfing, sudoku, and watching old tv shows 
(Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Matlock, Columbo).

Ben is very active with Nehemiah Project International Ministries.  Through NPIM, he has taught 
courses in Biblical Entrepreneurship in four states, as well as South Africa.  He is also a member 
of Kingdom Advisors, the National Association of Christian Financial Counselors, the Financial 
Services Institute, and is a past president of the Central IL Council of the Financial Planning 
Association.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  
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Workshop 3 Help! My Students Are Really 
Confused!

Students these days are distracted, 
unmotivated, and easily led. The education 
they need is not interesting to them, and the 
influences they definitely don’t need are taking 
them down the wrong path. What can we do to 
help them? Biblical worldview shaping. We 
need to engage students in learning 
experiences that challenge what they assume 
about life. We need to model for our students 
a biblical way of responding to wrong thinking 
and living. We need to show students how to 
develop the skill of Christian discernment.

Dr. Bryan Smith BJU Press Secondary

Bryan has worked in Christian education for over 30 years. He has been a classroom teacher as 
well as a textbook author. Currently, he serves BJU Press as director of Biblical Worldview 
shaping. In this position he assists authors and teachers in the work of forming a biblical 
worldview in the classroom. Bryan holds a PhD in Old Testament interpretation.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 Developing an Organized Life

This session focuses on values, principles, 
and habits that will help you faithfully steward 
the relationships and responsibilities of your 
life.

Dr. Cary Schmidt Independent All

Cary serves as the Senior Pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Newington, CT. He and his wife, 
Dana, have been blessed with three adult children and six grandchildren, and they have enjoyed 
thirty-five years of marriage and ministry together. Cary has followed Jesus for nearly 50 years, 
and his passion is to love God, love his family and church family, develop spiritual leaders, and 
point people to Jesus Christ through teaching and writing. Cary completed his Master’s work with 
Veritas Baptist College in theology and his Doctorate with Liberty University in expositional 
teaching and preaching. He has authored or co-authored more than thirty books and hosts the 
Growing in the Gospel YouTube Channel. Connect with Cary at caryschmidt.com.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 The Use of DataManager

DataManagerTM is a powerful online resource 
for managing the Iowa and CogAT 
assessment programs. DataManagerTM 
allows school staff to construct and view 
reports, interpret and analyze results, and 
access digital resources.

Gary Peltier AACS All

Gary Peltier, Officer for Assessment and Business Operations of the AACS, holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in education from Bob Jones University. He has served in Christian 
education as a teacher, assistant school administrator, state association executive director, and 
board member of the AACS. He currently serves as a member of the AACS Accreditation 
Commission. He began working in the AACS national office in 2015 and primarily manages the 
achievement testing program.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 Fresh Ideas for Elementary Music

Feeling like your lesson plans could use a a 
new tempo? Come discuss elementary music 
and leave with resources to your add new life 
to music foundations. Have a favorite lesson 
plan to add to our discussion! Bring it with 
you!

Jennifer Taylor  Elementary

Jennifer graduated from Southern Illinois University in 1998 in music education. She has taught 
for 22 years in K-12 general music, band, chorus, guitar class, and theatre. She now focuses on 
teaching private lessons, directing a pep band for local homeschoolers, and music in the church. 
Jennifer has been married for 26 years and has twin 16-year-old boys. She loves spending time 
with family, physical fitness, country bike rides, kayaking, and mornings on the porch with her 
Bible, yellow lab, and a good cup of coffee.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30 Music Suite

Workshop 3 Using the Five Themes to Teach 
Geography

There are so many approaches to teaching 
geography. Increase your effectiveness using 
the 5 themes of geography: Place, Location, 
Human-Environmental Interaction, Movement, 
and Regions.

Mark Felderman Faith Baptist Bible College & SeminarySecondary

Mark Felderman is an instructor and the Alumni Coordinator at Faith Baptist Bible College in 
Ankeny, Iowa. With 29 years of experience as a high school social studies teacher, Mark has also 
worked for Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds. His love for geography is evident in his teaching, where 
he emphasizes the Five Themes of Geography—Place, Location, Human-Environmental 
Interaction, Movement, and Regions—as a dynamic and effective framework to explore the world 
from a biblical perspective.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 How do I Integrate Young 
Learners with Disabilities? 

This workshop introduces visual schedules 
and social stories to teach young learner skills 
who have autism, intellectual developmental 
disabilites, or who has other developmental 
problems.

Marlene Reed Bob Jones University Early Elementary

Mrs. Reed has earned a BS in Speech and Language Pathology/Audiology, a BS in Elementary 
Education, and a MS in Special Education. She has completed training as an Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) line therapist and works with children who have autism. She has been an educator 
for more than 30 years teaching future special education teachers on the college level and K-12 
students in regular classrooms plus teaching at M&G’s summer art day camp Kids Create! and 
serving as a Learning Disabilities (LD) resource teacher and Behavioral Disorders (BD) teacher. 
She has taught learners with dyslexia, LD, BD, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (ADHD), 
intellectual and development disorders (IDD), and autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 Vibrancy In The Bible Class

It may be easy for a Christian school to 
underestimate the value of the Bible class. 
This session will remind us of the importance 
of the Bible class and the role the teachers 
should be playing in that class.

Mike Smith Abeka Secondary

Mr. Mike Smith has been teaching junior high and high school history and Bible classes at 
Pensacola Christian Academy since 2005. Although students enjoy his quirky humor and 
engaging teaching style, it is his evident and sincere care for each of them that has earned him 
the reputation of beloved teacher, not just for students at PCA but for the many he has taught as 
a video teacher through Abeka Academy. In addition to his school responsibilities, he teaches a 
weekly adult Sunday school class, leads the four-year-olds in Master Clubs, coaches JV boys 
basketball, and acts as the camp chapel speaker in the summers for Camp o’ the Pines, a 
Christian summer camp for eight to twelve year olds.

He has earned a BA in Prelaw, BS in History Education, and MS in Education Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 3 Peacemaking in the Classroom How God's Word provides a pathway for 
turning relationships around. Rod Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Rod Hutton and his wife Kathy have been married for 35 years. The Hutton’s came to Lafayette on 
assignment with the Navy to Purdue University which afforded the opportunity to attend Faith 
Bible Seminary. In 2018, Rod retired from Naval Service and joined the staff to lead the efforts in 
opening and operating the Northend Community Center and in 2019 he was ordained as a pastor 
with Faith Church. In 2024, he transitioned to the role as Director, Faith Biblical Counseling 
Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential counseling ministry.

9/26/2024 1:40 9/26/2024 2:30  

Workshop 4 Maximizing Pastoral 
Compensation at Tax Time

We will cover the most tax-efficient ways to 
compensate Pastors during both their tenure 
and their retirement. We will discuss financial 
and non-financial compensation.

Ben Franklin Franklin Wealth Advisors All

Ben is the Managing Director and Senior Wealth Advisor at Franklin Wealth Advisors, Inc.  
Personally, he has almost 4 decades of experience in the financial services industry. He has 
provided comprehensive financial planning services to clients in all walks of life. Ben and his 
wonderful wife Charlotte have been married for over 37 years and are the proud parents of four 
grown sons and the even prouder grandparents of fourteen living grandchildren.  Ben enjoys 
traveling, visiting his grandchildren, running, golfing, sudoku, and watching old tv shows 
(Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Matlock, Columbo).

Ben is very active with Nehemiah Project International Ministries.  Through NPIM, he has taught 
courses in Biblical Entrepreneurship in four states, as well as South Africa.  He is also a member 
of Kingdom Advisors, the National Association of Christian Financial Counselors, the Financial 
Services Institute, and is a past president of the Central IL Council of the Financial Planning 
Association.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 Winning Your Students in 
Arithmetic

As the elementary arithmetic teacher, you 
provide essential opportunities for building 
and mastering necessary arithmetic skills. 
This session will aid you in making every 
minute count with an effective review time 
that develops individual accountability; 
visualizing concepts in such a way that your 
students will have those “light-bulb moments”; 
and engaging reluctant learners through 
creative lesson introductions.

Brooke Greening Abeka Elementary

Miss Brooke Greening taught third grade at Pensacola Christian Academy for seven years before 
moving into administration in 2007 to serve as principal for 2nd and 3rd grade. In this position, 
her heart and personal goal is to mentor her faculty and guide them to be more effective in 
teaching, management, and relationships with students and their parents. Her daily observations 
in classrooms supply her with many new and fresh ideas which she enjoys sharing with other 
teachers and adding to her own repertoire as she continually strives to learn and grow.

Miss Greening earned her BS in Elementary Education and MS in Educational Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  
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Workshop 4 Biblical Worldview Shaping: 
Beyond the Basics

So you know about Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
and you know about Levels 0–3. What’s next? 
Now it’s time to dig into some of the 
important complexities of biblical worldview 
shaping in education. In these sessions, we 
will discuss how CFR can help us analyze and 
evaluate the thorny issues we face as educa- 
tors. We will also begin to implement a 
strategy that can start educators in planning 
out an entire year of instruction.

Dr. Bryan Smith BJU Press Secondary

Bryan has worked in Christian education for over 30 years. He has been a classroom teacher as 
well as a textbook author. Currently, he serves BJU Press as director of Biblical Worldview 
shaping. In this position he assists authors and teachers in the work of forming a biblical 
worldview in the classroom. Bryan holds a PhD in Old Testament interpretation.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 The State of Our Students

The session takes an in-depth look at the 
testing results of nearly 55,000 students who 
are involved with the AACS testing program. 
How are our students doing compared to the 
national norms? What are the strengths of our 
students? What are the weaknesses? 
Attendees of this session will acquire a better 
understanding of the AACS testing program 
and learn how to use test results to improve 
classroom instruction at their school.

Gary Peltier AACS All

Gary Peltier, Officer for Assessment and Business Operations of the AACS, holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in education from Bob Jones University. He has served in Christian 
education as a teacher, assistant school administrator, state association executive director, and 
board member of the AACS. He currently serves as a member of the AACS Accreditation 
Commission. He began working in the AACS national office in 2015 and primarily manages the 
achievement testing program.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 Dyslexia: 10 things parents want 
teachers to know 

Come hear from a mom of 3 dyslexic learners 
about the ways that teachers can help bridge 
the gap for these unique students. We will 
cover signs, parent frustrations, minor 
accommodations that can make a major 
impact, and how to handle undiagnosed 
processing disorders.

Jennifer Miller BJU Press All

Jennifer holds an MS in educational leadership and has been an educator since 1997. Her 
experience includes both elementary and secondary classroom teaching, technical training for 
adult learners, and school administration. Jennifer has a love for teaching science, as she spent 
nearly half of her teaching career as a secondary science teacher. She is currently a national 
consultant for BJU Press. When she’s not teaching, Jennifer enjoys time with family (especially 
her two grandchildren), photography, and spending time at the beach. 

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 How to Informally Assess During 
Instruction

This workshop is divided into two sections. 
The first part includes specific information 
about the types of informal assessments as 
discussed in the video. The second part 
provides teacher an opportunity to create 
informal assessments to implement during 
and after instruction.

Marlene Reed Bob Jones University All

Mrs. Reed has earned a BS in Speech and Language Pathology/Audiology, a BS in Elementary 
Education, and a MS in Special Education. She has completed training as an Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) line therapist and works with children who have autism. She has been an educator 
for more than 30 years teaching future special education teachers on the college level and K-12 
students in regular classrooms plus teaching at M&G’s summer art day camp Kids Create! and 
serving as a Learning Disabilities (LD) resource teacher and Behavioral Disorders (BD) teacher. 
She has taught learners with dyslexia, LD, BD, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (ADHD), 
intellectual and development disorders (IDD), and autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 Burning Bright Without Burning 
Out

This session is designed to help teachers 
influence most effectively without getting 
pulled in too many directions and facing burn 
out.

Mike Smith Pensacola Christian CollegeAll

Mr. Mike Smith has been teaching junior high and high school history and Bible classes at 
Pensacola Christian Academy since 2005. Although students enjoy his quirky humor and 
engaging teaching style, it is his evident and sincere care for each of them that has earned him 
the reputation of beloved teacher, not just for students at PCA but for the many he has taught as 
a video teacher through Abeka Academy. In addition to his school responsibilities, he teaches a 
weekly adult Sunday school class, leads the four-year-olds in Master Clubs, coaches JV boys 
basketball, and acts as the camp chapel speaker in the summers for Camp o’ the Pines, a 
Christian summer camp for eight to twelve year olds.

He has earned a BA in Prelaw, BS in History Education, and MS in Education Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 The Heart of Christ Through the 
Handbook

Our rule book while essential, is a means to an 
end, not the end. In this session we will 
consider how to use the rule book to reach the 
heart.

Paul Rebert Independent All

Paul D. Rebert is the lead pastor at First Baptist Church in Danville, Illinois where he as served for 
almost thirteen years.  He grew up in the Blue Ridge mountains of Winchester, Virginia, and met 
his wife, Beth of Watertown, Wisconsin, while teaching and coaching in Indiana. He and Beth have 
three children: Breleigh (18) who is currently in college, Remington (17) a senior in high school, 
and Kylie (13) who just began 8th grade. He has the privilege to serve on various executive boards 
such as Baptist Camp Assurance, Baptist World Mission, and is the President of the Illinois 
Association of Christian Schools. He states that his greatest joy is being husband, father, and 
pastor. He enjoys supporting the First Baptist Knights, spending time with his church family, Penn 
State football, and hunting.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4 Biblical Communication Tools for using words well in the classroom, 
breakroom, and living room. Rod Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Rod Hutton and his wife Kathy have been married for 35 years. The Hutton’s came to Lafayette on 
assignment with the Navy to Purdue University which afforded the opportunity to attend Faith 
Bible Seminary. In 2018, Rod retired from Naval Service and joined the staff to lead the efforts in 
opening and operating the Northend Community Center and in 2019 he was ordained as a pastor 
with Faith Church. In 2024, he transitioned to the role as Director, Faith Biblical Counseling 
Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential counseling ministry.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 4
When Jeopardy Isn't Enough: 
Improving Games in the 
Classroom

What if the problem with my classroom 
games isn’t student motivation—what if my 
game-plan is the problem? In this session we 
will discuss factors that affect game success, 
compare traditional and web-based 
educational games, and of course, we will play 
some of the games ourselves!

Sarah Weidenburner First Baptist School Secondary

Sarah Weidenburner has been teaching secondary English at First Baptist Christian School for 15 
years. She is a graduate of Bob Jones University and Liberty University. Sarah assisted the 
administration in updating manuals and completing the self-study and curriculum guide for the 
AACS Accreditation process.

9/26/2024 3:00 9/26/2024 3:50  

Workshop 5 These are a Few of my Favorite 
Apps (K-3)

Expand your children's knowledge and 
reinforce key curriculum concepts with 
educational apps. You will receive a 
demonstration of how to effectively engage 
your young students using only one iPad in a 
classroom setting. Previous iPad experience 
is not necessary.

Anita Sedivy Bob Jones University Early Elementary

Anita holds a BS in elementary education and a MEd in secondary education. She has taught in 
Christian education for 30 years teaching a variety of math courses from 6th grade math to high 
school algebra both in the classroom and through distance learning. She also has experience as a 
childcare director and preschool administrator. When she is away from school she enjoys serving 
in her local church, reading, cooking, and spending time with her husband and daughter.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5 An Outward Expression of an 
Inward Change

Can you and your students say that Bible time 
is your favorite part of the day? Refresh 
yourself with tips on effectively teaching your 
students character qualities based on specific 
Bible characters and highlighting spiritual 
applications through effective story-telling 
using the Abeka curriculum. You’ll also walk 
away with creative ways to engage your class 
through songs and Scripture memory.

Brooke Greening Abeka Elementary

Miss Brooke Greening taught third grade at Pensacola Christian Academy for seven years before 
moving into administration in 2007 to serve as principal for 2nd and 3rd grade. In this position, 
her heart and personal goal is to mentor her faculty and guide them to be more effective in 
teaching, management, and relationships with students and their parents. Her daily observations 
in classrooms supply her with many new and fresh ideas which she enjoys sharing with other 
teachers and adding to her own repertoire as she continually strives to learn and grow.

Miss Greening earned her BS in Elementary Education and MS in Educational Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  



Activity type Workshop Title Description Speaker Organization Audience Speaker Bio Start time End time Location

Workshop 5 How Do We Keep from Losing Our 
Kids?

You’ve seen the polls, and you’ve heard the 
stories. Many of our young people leave the 
Christian faith not long after they graduate 
from Christian schools. These departures 
often seem like sudden, rash decisions. But 
they rarely are. Behind them is usually a long 
process of wrong thinking. Confronting that 
process and disrupting it are some of the 
most important things we can do as Christian 
educators. In this session we will consider 
how we can be more effective at passing on 
our faith to the next generation.

Dr. Bryan Smith BJU Press All

Bryan has worked in Christian education for over 30 years. He has been a classroom teacher as 
well as a textbook author. Currently, he serves BJU Press as director of Biblical Worldview 
shaping. In this position he assists authors and teachers in the work of forming a biblical 
worldview in the classroom. Bryan holds a PhD in Old Testament interpretation.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5

Applications and Tools for 
Understanding the Illinois 
TEAACH Act (Teaching Equitable 
Asian American Community 
History)

In 2021, the state of Illinois signed off on the 
Teaching Equitable Asian American 
Community History (TEAACH) Act mandating 
public K-12 institutions to incorporate Asian 
American history in the curriculum. This 
workshop is geared towards applying 
elements of the TEAACH Act in Christian 
education that fulfills our missional calling 
and elevating Christ-centered community. 
This workshop will include tools and possible 
resources that can help K-12 teachers 
incorporate Asian American history and 
culture in the classroom.

Dr. Matthew Werstler, 
Justine Werstler Marquette Manor Baptist AcademyAll

Mrs. Justine Werstler is the Elementary Supervisor at her alma mater, Marquette Manor Baptist 
Academy. Prior to that role, she taught a 3rd and 4th grade combined class at MMBA for 7 years 
and worked with Kindergarten-2nd grade students at a public charter school for 2 years. She 
received her BA in Elementary Education from Wheaton College and is currently pursuing her 
Master's in Literacy Education-Reading Specialist at Northern Illinois University. She and her 
husband, Matthew, enjoy playing music together and reading stories to their 5-month-old 
daughter, Naomi.

Mr. Matthew Werstler is an Admissions Counselor at Northern Illinois University (NIU) and an 
adjunct lecturer in Humanities at College of DuPage. He received a BA in Music and an MA in 
Biblical Studies from Moody. He also received an MM in World Music at NIU where he is currently 
pursuing a PhD in Geography with a graduate certificate in Public Health. Previously at NIU, 
Matthew was a graduate assistant for the Center for Southeast Asian Studies and Asian 
American Certificate Program and studied Thai as a Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) 
Fellow from 2020-2022. Prior to his studies at NIU, he taught English at Youjiang Medical 
University for Nationalities in Guangxi, China. He has played viola in several orchestras in the 
Chicagoland area and enjoys serving music ministries globally. Matthew enjoys going on walks 
with his wife, Justine, and their 5-month-old daughter, Naomi.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5 Let's Talk Shop: All Things Band
Bring your questions and experiences to this 
session where we tackle common 
connundrums band teachers face.

Jennifer Taylor  Elementary, Secondary

Jennifer graduated from Southern Illinois University in 1998 in music education. She has taught 
for 22 years in K-12 general music, band, chorus, guitar class, and theatre. She now focuses on 
teaching private lessons, directing a pep band for local homeschoolers, and music in the church. 
Jennifer has been married for 26 years and has twin 16-year-old boys. She loves spending time 
with family, physical fitness, country bike rides, kayaking, and mornings on the porch with her 
Bible, yellow lab, and a good cup of coffee.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20 Music Suite

Workshop 5 Hope for the Weary Teacher Help and hope from God’s Word when we are 
feeling overcome. Kathy Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Kathy Hutton and her husband Rod have been members of Faith Church in Lafayette since 2015. 
She graduated from Faith Bible Seminary with a Masters in Biblical Counseling in June 2022. She 
began working for Faith Christian School as their Biblical Counselor in August 2022. Kathy also 
serves with her husband who is the Pastor of Faith North Campus and serves as a Biblical 
Counselor with Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential 
counseling ministry. Kathy and Rod have 5 children, Chris, Tim, Malia, Gracie and Josie.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5 The Classical Model: Learning 
with God's Design in Mind

The Classical Model was used for years 
before modern education took over with ideas 
of "new educational methods." The Classical 
Model taught our forefathers three languages 
before they finished the 8th grade. But does 
this approach really work today? A brief look 
at the past to help us better focus on methods 
that have led to educational flourishing since 
the very beginning.

Leesa Chesnut  All

Leesa Chesnut is an educator at heart. She has taught in public, private, and homeschool settings 
for nearly 30 years, currently with LAUNCH in Catlin, IL. She recently received her certificate as a 
Wilson Dyslexia Practitioner from Wilson Reading Academy, and she is currently half way through 
completing a full English grammar curriculum. Leesa is also trained as a Certified Christian Color 
Analyst and Image Consultant with Style By Color. She owns Captivating By Design, a company 
that empowers women from the inside out to look and feel healthy: spiritually, physically, 
emotionally, and mentally.  Leesa is the 22 year wife of Alan and the couple reside in Central 
Illinois with their four sons.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5 Pastors' and Administrators' 
Breakfast & IACS Board Meeting

**Starts at 8 am** Breakfast provided for 
Pastors, Administrators, and IACS Board 
Members. IACS Board Meeting to follow.

Mark Mcvey IACS Pastors and Administrators 9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5 Providing Elementary Struggling 
Learners the Tools for Success

Learning and academic success does not 
occur accidently. All learners need tools to 
help them experience academic success. 
Teachers are the key to providing the tools. 
This workshop explores the various tools to 
facilitate academic success for struggling 
learners and to provide both teachers and 
students with effective learning tools that 
promote academic success.

Marlene Reed Bob Jones University Elementary

Mrs. Reed has earned a BS in Speech and Language Pathology/Audiology, a BS in Elementary 
Education, and a MS in Special Education. She has completed training as an Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) line therapist and works with children who have autism. She has been an educator 
for more than 30 years teaching future special education teachers on the college level and K-12 
students in regular classrooms plus teaching at M&G’s summer art day camp Kids Create! and 
serving as a Learning Disabilities (LD) resource teacher and Behavioral Disorders (BD) teacher. 
She has taught learners with dyslexia, LD, BD, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (ADHD), 
intellectual and development disorders (IDD), and autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 5
Teaching and Reaching Outside 
the Box: How to Connect With 
Teens

Through the idea that more is caught than 
what is taught, the teacher must reach the 
heart of the student. This session discusses a 
variety of ways the teacher can build 
relationships with the students that go beyond 
the classroom.

Mike Smith Abeka Secondary

Mr. Mike Smith has been teaching junior high and high school history and Bible classes at 
Pensacola Christian Academy since 2005. Although students enjoy his quirky humor and 
engaging teaching style, it is his evident and sincere care for each of them that has earned him 
the reputation of beloved teacher, not just for students at PCA but for the many he has taught as 
a video teacher through Abeka Academy. In addition to his school responsibilities, he teaches a 
weekly adult Sunday school class, leads the four-year-olds in Master Clubs, coaches JV boys 
basketball, and acts as the camp chapel speaker in the summers for Camp o’ the Pines, a 
Christian summer camp for eight to twelve year olds.

He has earned a BA in Prelaw, BS in History Education, and MS in Education Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/27/2024 8:30 9/27/2024 9:20  

Workshop 6 These are a Few of my Favorite 
Apps (4-8)

Expand your students' knowledge and 
reinforce key curriculum concepts with 
educational apps. You will receive a 
demonstration of how to effectively engage 
your upper elementary and middle school 
students using only one iPad in a classroom 
setting. Previous iPad experience is not 
necessary.

Anita Sedivy Bob Jones University Upper Elementary

Anita holds a BS in elementary education and a MEd in secondary education. She has taught in 
Christian education for 30 years teaching a variety of math courses from 6th grade math to high 
school algebra both in the classroom and through distance learning. She also has experience as a 
childcare director and preschool administrator. When she is away from school she enjoys serving 
in her local church, reading, cooking, and spending time with her husband and daughter.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  



Activity type Workshop Title Description Speaker Organization Audience Speaker Bio Start time End time Location

Workshop 6 Financial Q&A Bring your questions all things financial! Ben Franklin Franklin Wealth Advisors All

Ben is the Managing Director and Senior Wealth Advisor at Franklin Wealth Advisors, Inc.  
Personally, he has almost 4 decades of experience in the financial services industry. He has 
provided comprehensive financial planning services to clients in all walks of life. Ben and his 
wonderful wife Charlotte have been married for over 37 years and are the proud parents of four 
grown sons and the even prouder grandparents of fourteen living grandchildren.  Ben enjoys 
traveling, visiting his grandchildren, running, golfing, sudoku, and watching old tv shows 
(Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Matlock, Columbo).

Ben is very active with Nehemiah Project International Ministries.  Through NPIM, he has taught 
courses in Biblical Entrepreneurship in four states, as well as South Africa.  He is also a member 
of Kingdom Advisors, the National Association of Christian Financial Counselors, the Financial 
Services Institute, and is a past president of the Central IL Council of the Financial Planning 
Association.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6 BJU Press Trove for Teachers

Meet the newest educational technology 
innovation from BJU Press. Streamline your 
classroom workload and engage learners like 
never before. Access an extensive resource 
library, build and share lesson plans, create 
digital and print assessments, and more.

Benjamin Vaduva BJU Press All

Benjamin is the Territory Manager for BJU Press – Precept Marketing serving schools in Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. He is married to Maria and together they have 10 children. Born 
in Romania, he came to Chicago in April of 1989, at the age 15. He obtained his bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering from Case Western Reserve University. In 2006, he started an 
Independent Insurance Agency in Cleveland, OH. With all the kids attending Logos Christian 
Academy in Niles IL, Benjamin serves on the board of the school and volunteered as a substitute 
teacher. (For more info click here https://mylogos.org/board-governance)

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20 207

Workshop 6
Partnering with Students and 
Families for Post-High School 
Endeavors

IACS-affiliated schools have a unique privilege 
in serving students and families during their 
formative years. As high school students 
consider post-graduation plans, 
understanding possible studies, careers, or 
the college application process can be 
daunting. This workshop brings the 
perspectives of two presenters who come 
from various educational backgrounds and 
workplaces in Christian and public institutions 
yet have similar passions in serving Christ. 
Whether students pursue post-secondary 
education through like-minded or public 
institutions, this workshop will discuss 
challenges and unique opportunities in 
guiding students and families with grace in 
post-high school endeavors.

Dr. Matthew Werstler, 
Jonathan Nham Marquette Manor Baptist AcademySecondary

Mr. Matthew Werstler is an Admissions Counselor at Northern Illinois University (NIU) and an 
adjunct lecturer in Humanities at College of DuPage. He received a BA in Music and an MA in 
Biblical Studies from Moody. He also received an MM in World Music at NIU where he is currently 
pursuing a PhD in Geography with a graduate certificate in Public Health. Previously at NIU, 
Matthew was a graduate assistant for the Center for Southeast Asian Studies and Asian 
American Certificate Program and studied Thai as a Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) 
Fellow from 2020-2022. Prior to his studies at NIU, he taught English at Youjiang Medical 
University for Nationalities in Guangxi, China. He has played viola in several orchestras in the 
Chicagoland area and enjoys serving music ministries globally. Matthew enjoys going on walks 
with his wife, Justine, and their 5-month-old daughter, Naomi.

Mr. Jonathan Nham wears many hats at his alma mater, Marquette Manor Baptist Academy. He 
teaches a variety of subjects in both middle and high school and serves as the assistant soccer 
coach, Bible quiz coach, and speech coach. He holds a BA in English from Wheaton College and is 
currently pursuing a Master's in Artistic Administration from Regent University. Outside of work, 
he enjoys spending time with his 5-month-old niece, Naomi.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6 Setting Your Sub Up for Success

What exactly do substitutes need to enter an 
unfamiliar classroom? Tricks of the trade can 
make a teacher’s day off much more 
enjoyable and put your students at ease 
whether or not the sub was planned for or a 
surprise!

Gretchen Huesmann Independent All

Gretchen Huesmann began her speaking ministry as a young mom involved in mom’s groups and 
leading Bible studies, in between teaching littles in the classroom and raising her family. She is a 
long-time blogger and an award-winning author penning articles, devotions, and children’s stories. 
Gretchen enjoys reading, walking, gardening, cooking, and exploring the outdoors. She and her 
husband have raised four amazing adult children who share their love of music, nature, and travel.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6 How Emotions Drive your 
Classroom

How God’s Word provides hope and help for 
fear, anxiety, and anger. Kathy Hutton Faith Biblical Counseling MinistriesAll

Kathy Hutton and her husband Rod have been members of Faith Church in Lafayette since 2015. 
She graduated from Faith Bible Seminary with a Masters in Biblical Counseling in June 2022. She 
began working for Faith Christian School as their Biblical Counselor in August 2022. Kathy also 
serves with her husband who is the Pastor of Faith North Campus and serves as a Biblical 
Counselor with Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries and Vision of Hope, a women’s residential 
counseling ministry. Kathy and Rod have 5 children, Chris, Tim, Malia, Gracie and Josie.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6
15 Tools for your Teacher 
Toolbox: Classical Tools that Still 
Work

This session will look at 15 Classical Tools of 
Learning that can be used in your classroom 
next week! We'll spend time walking through 
each tool & how to use it right away to help 
your students get more out of the subjects 
you teach and learning to think deeper about 
the information all around them.

Leesa Chesnut Independent All

Leesa Chesnut is an educator at heart. She has taught in public, private, and homeschool settings 
for nearly 30 years, currently with LAUNCH in Catlin, IL. She recently received her certificate as a 
Wilson Dyslexia Practitioner from Wilson Reading Academy, and she is currently half way through 
completing a full English grammar curriculum. Leesa is also trained as a Certified Christian Color 
Analyst and Image Consultant with Style By Color. She owns Captivating By Design, a company 
that empowers women from the inside out to look and feel healthy: spiritually, physically, 
emotionally, and mentally.  Leesa is the 22 year wife of Alan and the couple reside in Central 
Illinois with their four sons.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6 Providing Secondary Struggling 
Learners the Tools for Success

Learning and academic success does not 
occur accidently. All learners need tools to 
help them experience academic success. 
Teachers are the key to providing the tools. 
This workshop explores the various tools to 
facilitate academic success for struggling 
learners and to equip them with effective tools 
for becoming independent learners.

Marlene Reed Bob Jones University Secondary

Mrs. Reed has earned a BS in Speech and Language Pathology/Audiology, a BS in Elementary 
Education, and a MS in Special Education. She has completed training as an Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) line therapist and works with children who have autism. She has been an educator 
for more than 30 years teaching future special education teachers on the college level and K-12 
students in regular classrooms plus teaching at M&G’s summer art day camp Kids Create! and 
serving as a Learning Disabilities (LD) resource teacher and Behavioral Disorders (BD) teacher. 
She has taught learners with dyslexia, LD, BD, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (ADHD), 
intellectual and development disorders (IDD), and autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6
Purpose, Planning, and 
Implementation of Extracurricular 
Clubs

The idea of clubs can be intimidating, but this 
session will illustrate how any school can 
incorporate clubs into its program to enrich 
the school experience for the students.

Mike Smith Abeka Secondary, Upper 
Elementary

Mr. Mike Smith has been teaching junior high and high school history and Bible classes at 
Pensacola Christian Academy since 2005. Although students enjoy his quirky humor and 
engaging teaching style, it is his evident and sincere care for each of them that has earned him 
the reputation of beloved teacher, not just for students at PCA but for the many he has taught as 
a video teacher through Abeka Academy. In addition to his school responsibilities, he teaches a 
weekly adult Sunday school class, leads the four-year-olds in Master Clubs, coaches JV boys 
basketball, and acts as the camp chapel speaker in the summers for Camp o’ the Pines, a 
Christian summer camp for eight to twelve year olds.

He has earned a BA in Prelaw, BS in History Education, and MS in Education Administration from 
Pensacola Christian College.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  

Workshop 6 Completing Accreditation without 
Losing Your Mind

In this session, we will focus on organizing 
and planning the (daunting!) task of 
completing a school's accreditation 
documentation. Some information on 
planning for accreditation visits will also be 
discussed. A question-and-answer time will be 
included.

Sarah Weidenburner First Baptist School All

Sarah Weidenburner has been teaching secondary English at First Baptist Christian School for 15 
years. She is a graduate of Bob Jones University and Liberty University. Sarah assisted the 
administration in updating manuals and completing the self-study and curriculum guide for the 
AACS Accreditation process.

9/27/2024 9:30 9/27/2024 10:20  


